THE | 
SalnTts Imperfection. 
OR 


A Sermon wherein is made apparent, 


I. That in Chriſiian Religion, there may be a true 
pretence, with a reall intention , without ſufficient 
intention,or aticndaucetherein. 

| 2: That ncither Covenant nor Promiſe, Cc. are 
ſuſficient in the way of ſalvation , without a me- 
thodicall , contixuall, and profitable proceeding 
therein, 

3. That knowing Chriſtians are to be taught the 
fir ft principles of Religion. 

4. That is % abclecvers duty to ad vantage his 
ſpirituall eſtate, hy a right and projitable Pro- 
greſſetherein, 

5. That neither priviledge, nor large capacity , {c- 
conded with ſaving grace, can exempt the elef 
from a loſſe in ſpirituall affairs, except heed and 
paines be taken 1heren. 

9. That neither Nobility, nor honour, knowledge, 
nor vertue, may detazne a Miniſter from telling 4 
people of their ſad and dangerons condition. 

WWhereunto is added au Vſe of direction, or informa- 
1101 unto all Hearers. 


| By * 70. Brookbank TX Miniſter ofGods Word. 


x Cor.3./2.T have fed you with Milk, 8 not with meat. 
i Pet. 2.2. As new born babes deſire rhe fincere 


milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 

{Heb 1. 2.x. Let us run with patience the race that is 
ſec before us. ; 

London, Printed for V):L. at Pauls- Chain,r656, | 
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; To the Chriſtian Reader. 


PD 7riſtian Reader, ſince the turmoyles of 
g theſe preſent times, it was my hap in 
J4= one of the tempeſts thereof, to meete 
| DSS wth one of ou7 Novelliſts,whoſe tongues 
@ | .,r7e better furniſhed with the words of Scrip- 
| ruresthen their heads with the underſtanding theres 
of : him I found; as it is the property of all Seta- 
ries ) to carry @ greater ſonnd then ſubſtance of 
true Religion, which deth certamely conclude.,that 
their ſpirituall building s not onely upon a ſandy 
foundation, but without frame or fabrick; expe- 
rence whereof I found in him, with whom T then 
met, who was altogether ignorant, what is meant 
by theſe termes Principles'of Religion ; which 
weakenes I much lamented, not only in him alone 
bur generally in moſt part of Chriſtians * F which 
out of my well-wiſhes, for the good of Gods peo- 
ple) conſtrained me ( though the unworthieſt of 
Chriſts Miniſters) to contrive ſomewhat, advan- 
tagious to Gods Church, in direfing and adviſing 
weake and ignorant Chriſtians , how to learne a 
ſure and ſafe merhod, profitable for the laying 
down of a firme and certain foundarion of ſaving 
knowledge, and thatthoſe who will be pleaſed ro 
make uſerhereof, may know how ro make th e ſpi- 
riruall building of their ſoules;permanent and eter- þ 
nall : for this purpoſe I made choſe of this Text, \*, 

A2 (whence 


Tothe Reader. 


(whence Thave raiſed this Diſcourſe, ) in the 
ponderimg — » this piece firſt preſented ze|. 
ſelfe unto my meditations which now for thy bene- 

fit, Ipreſent unto thee, as a preparation to that my 
purpoſe which if thou wilt be pleaſed to entertaine 
curteouſly, I ſhall (God willing Jin due time pre- 
ſent thee with my firſt intention however according | 
to my abilities, I am ever 


Thine in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Fo : Brookesbanke. 
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HEBR. 5- 12. = 


Te have need that one teach you againe, 
which be the firſt principles of the Oracles 
—_ | of God. 


WS DY LJ d His whole verſels an Apoſto- Objurgatio 
QT licall reproofe , wherein the 4poftolica, 
Hebrewes are checked , both #*(- 
2 for a non- proficiency » and a 
loſte in Chriſtianiry : and it 
SSD. (oth conſiſt of three Generalls. 
I. Their Negligence. For when for the 
| time yee ought to be teachers. 
2- Their Tgnorance. Te have needle that one 
teach you agarne- 
| 3. Their Loile, and weakenes. 4nd are bes 
| come ſuch as fland in neede of mithe, and not 
of ſtrong meat- 
Which conſidered in ſuch a peopleCas theſe n,F. 3. 
; A3 con- 
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The Saints imperfetion. 
converted Jewes ) diſcovers unto us this truth ; ' 
thar, 4 people may be truly religzous, and yet | 
fo far deficient therein, that though the high 
Prieſt, and Biſhop of our Soules, ( Chriſt Fe- 
ſus) be therein truly pretended, and really in- 

tended, yet he may be therein too ſlightly at= 
tended : for they were dull of hearing, v. 11. 
having too remilſely ſpent their rime, and were 
both weake and ignorant, In thelr profeftion. 
For when for the twme ye ought to.be teachers, 
ye have need that one teach you agqine, which 
bee the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, 
and are become ſuch as ſtand in need of miltke, 
and not of ftrong meate. 

My text is the midle or ſecond part of rhe 
verſe,v77- their Ignorance 3 Te have need that 
one t2ach you againe, which be the firſt prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God : which like unto 
a booke opens it ſelfe, into two full and profi- 
table pages or parts. 

1. Their Neceflity 3 Te have neede that one 
teach you agaive- 

2. Whar they were neceſſitated ro know : 
Which bee the firſt principles of the Oracles of 
God. Method and brevity enforce me (for the 
preſent) ro forbeare the larrer, and to fall one- 
{y upon the former, which 15 their necesfity ; 
Ye have neede that one teach you againe. 
Wherein we may obſerve foure ſettions or co- 
lumns.- _ 

I- The parties to be raughr ; vpas, ye, yous 
thar is, the beleeving Hebrewes, unro whom(in 
particular ) this Epiltle was directed. 

2. Their want, yeaa need, ye have need- 

3- That whercot they ſtood in neede, 78 - 

Lone, | 


pe Sarmmts [MPerrecrione 


NzTxev, tobe ravght, that one teach you- 
4: Their decreaſe in knowledge, 3A, 4- 
garne, Te have need that one teach you againe- 

Of each which in their order, and firſt of xr, of ee 
the parties vpas, ye, you; the Hebrewes, a Parties the 
people noble in their Pedegree , honorable in #<vrewes, 
their titles, eminent in their Prezrogativez ex- 
ceeding in their Priviledges. 

I. Noble in their Pedegree, beinga Nation 7: Neve in 
r00 exceſsively curious intheir Genealogtes,and _ IR 
able to derive their Linage punctually from wt 
the firſt of men, their Originall taking its riſe 
almoſt wirh ime it ſelfe, beginning in our grear 
Grandparents Adam, and Eve, and conrinued 
by the warrant of Canonical! ſcripture, (in the 
nine firt chaptersof 1 Chron. and Luke the 3. 
from the 23 verſe, untothe end of the chap- 
rer _) unto rhe birch of him, whois the joy of 
the wholeearth, Zeſus Chriſt our Saviour, by 
whom they hadthe greateſt,higheſt, and moſt 
peculiar, outward nobility, that ever did or 
could befallrhem. 

2- Honourable intheir ritles, called Hebrews 2, r1,u6-ahte 
irg! Eber ſon of Salah Noahs great grand- intheir Titles 
chKkqd, Gen- 11 14: which by them who 
underſtandthar language is tranſlated. Paſſages 
or Paſiing. Paſſage ina paſsive fgnification, 
they being an intermedium in rhe conveyance 
of prace, berwixrt God and orher people, they 
receiving (1f I may ſo ſpeak J) all Gols ordi- 
nances at the firſt hand, which were by them 
delivered unto all other Nations at the ſecond | 
hand. Paſsing in an Active fignification, rhey 
being more near unto Godin their ſervicesthen = 
other people, and _ furpaſsing them, _ il 

4 In | b 
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| inthe truth and purity of a religious worſhip, 


of the true pure and eternall God. They be 
likewiſe called Iſraelires, from Tfrael, aname 
given unto FacobsGen-32. 28. (which fgnifieth 
Prince of God, or Conquerer of God ) whowas 
2 chiefe Patriarchof theſe people, which did 
prevail with God, mall rheir ſervices. viz. 
Prayers, Sacrifices CFc- And therefore they be 
uſually called the ch7/dren of Iſrael, as Deut- 
33-1- and frequently the Peop/e of Iſrael, and 
St. Peter ſeemes to [abour to infinuate himſelfe 
Into rhem, in this appellation,yzee men of Iſrael, 
AF.2.22.Theſewerea people,of whome ir was 
moſt properly ſaid : ye are a choſen generation, 
a royall Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a pecultar, 
or ( as our laſttranſlation hath ir in che mar- 
gent, ) a purchaſed people. 1 Pet. 2.9. They 
be likewiſe called Fewes from Fudah, Tacobs 
fourth ſon, Gen. 29 35- which fegniferh 
Praiſes they being the praiſe of God, and rhe 
olory of rhe whole earth; they have titles 
far greater then theſe, rermes of a nearer rela” 
rion to the Deity, as his pecu/zar treaſure, 
Exod: 19-5-The people of the Lord,Dev: 2p 89. 
The ch:!dren of the Lord, Deut.14.1- ed 3 
born, Exad: 4-22- His Inheritance. 1 Kings 8. 
81. The lot of his Inheritance, Fer. 10.16. 
which titles be neither bare nor barren, but 
fruitfull, profitable and pleaſant, for they 
were his Vine ard, Pſal. 80.15-Iſa-3-1- Mat- 


21 «33: 

Irdly,emnent in their prerogative ©: God 
choie rhem ro be a ſpecial] peopte unto him- 
ſelfe, above all people that were upon the 
face of the earth, Deut. 7. 6. 7o make them 
| high 
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high, above all nations which he hath made, 

7n praiſe, and in'name, and in honour. Deut-26. 

19- Therefore was hee more nigh unto them 

; then any Nation. Deut.4.-7- They recerved his 

word before *any Nation. Pſal. 147.19420- 

'- Tn FudahCthatisthe countrey of the Jewes ) 

| 7s God known: his name 7s great in Fſrael,(that 

| was the name of rhe ren Tribes. ) In Salem 

(that is, Feruſalem, the chiefe city of :the 

Jewes ) alſo is his Tabernacle, and his dwel- 

| ling place in Son, ( the name of the hill 

| whereon the Temple ſtood J) Pſal. 76. 1,2. 

| And thou (that is, mount S7on or Jeruſalem ) 

| art moreglorious and more excellent, then the 

mountames of prey, that is, rhen other Nations Ainſworth 

which lived by Tyrranny, Robberie, Rapine, #20: 7hes 

and cruelty, from themis Salvation, Toh. 4. 22. £44: 

and unto them onely did Chriſt preach in the 

fleſh, Mat. 15-24-denominating them chifdren, 

the Gentiles dogges, v. 26. Therefore he 

would nor permit his Twelve Diſciples , ro 

preach rheglad ridings of rhe Goſpell of 

peaceto the Gentiles, nor ro any City of the 

Samaritans, Mat-19.5, * 6. before they hadat +,, 5 », 

the leaſt heard of the ſame beginning at Jeruſa- r/7ae! ts 79 

lem , Lu. 24-4 which concludes rhar as the 65+ «nd-r/food 

Ele are ſaid to be a kinde of the firſt fruires of £ n_—_ _ 

the creatures,Tam- T- 18. ſo the Tewes may be rats 

faid to bea kinde of firſt fruits of the Ele, x87 7 hs 
"EN X 

and therefore are they called prim? Ecclefies by way of ex- 

the firſt-inen of the Church; and St. Auguſtine celleacy. 

calls them Primores Eccleſie,the chiefe men 

of the Church; which excellency,and przce- 

dency, belongs unto them by righr of Cove» 

1 nant, which was firſt made with them and their 

ſeed, AF.@ 39. Fourthly, 


>> Excee- 
ing in their 
Pri viledges. 


he Saints Imperfeftion. 
' Fourthly, Exceeding in their Priviledges, 
the Lord In an extraordinary manner acknow - 


ledgeth himfelfe ro be the God of the He - 
brewes, Exod- 3-18- and promiſed upon their 


\. obedience to ſet them on high above all Na- 


tions of the earth, attending them with all 
bleſſings. Deut. 28.1.2. and Lev. 26. 3-4. Cc- 
and to make them a kingdome of Prieſts, and 
a holy Nation, Exed. 19-56. unto them hee 
did commit his oracles, Rom:- 3-2. bur of all 
this was the greateſt priviledge, that rhey in- 
joyed the honour of our Saviours birrh,and rhe 
firſt profter of him : amongſt eighr ſeverall 
Priviledges,S.Pau/ends inthis as the chiefeſt, 
thus extolling them ; who are Iſaelites 3 to 
whom pertaineth the adoption«CF the g lory,and 
the covenants ( Or as the margenr of our lait 
rran{]arionsteſtam?nts )@&& the giving of the law, 
and the ſervice of God,and the promiſes, whoſe 
are the Fathers.and of whomaas concernimg the 
fleſh>Chriſt came, Rom: 9, 45 5- And whenthe 
ſame Apoſtle goes abour ro make gogd the au- 
thoriry of his Apoſtleſhip, & ro defend ir from 


_ reproach, he uſerh his Priviledges which be- 


longed to him as he was a Iew, as the ſtrongeſt 
arguments to defend the ſamey Are they He- 
brewes?ſo am Teare they Iſraelites! ſo am I:are 
they of the ſeed of Abraham?ſo am I- 2 Cor-I1- 
22. accounting them as rhe preateſt carnall 
bleings, which belong unto men. Phz/. 3-56. 
all which Priviledges belonged unto rhem as 
they were Tewess and were by them enjoyed 
as they weie under the covenant : Whereunto 
mav be adde1, that theſe Hebrews had preater 
Priviedges thenthele, in being Chriſtians, Nous 
they 
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they were 'holy brethren, partakers of the heq- 
venly calling, chap- 3- 1- of whom the Author 
of this Epiſtle was perfwaded things rhar accompa- 
ny ſalvario,becauſe of their work & labour of love, 


which they had ſhewed t:wards the name of 


Chriſtin miniſtring to the Saints, chap. 6-9. 10. 
Neverrhele!7e here wee ſee, they ſtand in need ro 
be raughr againe, which be the firſt principles of 
the oracles of God. Whence we may learn; rhar, 
There is neither Covenant, nor Promiſe, ( though 
God beare a part therein) Claim, nor Title, Pri- 
uiledges nor Prerogative, Lovenor Devotzon, 
ſufficient in the wayes of ſaluation, without a 
methodicall, continual, an profitable proceeding 
in the knowledge of Chriſt an1 his word. For theſe 


' Hebrewes, though they were every way rhus 


compleatly qualtfed, yer negletting 'rime and 
merhod, they were dult of hearing, nor able ro 
receive, what was ro be delivered concerning 
Chriſt : and babes hr onely for milk, and nor for 
ſtrong meat; ſtanding in need ro be raught again, 
which be the firſt Principles of the oracles of 
God: which brings mee from the firlt parr of rhe 
text the Hebrewes, which were the parties, unro 
the ſecond which is their want; yee have need. 


The Parties want is the 2d.column or ſe&ion,in 2. The 
their necefliry: y p24 need; yee have need, which Partizs 


word in this phraie ygwucy £x£78 hath ſeverall ac- 
ceptions.ſignifying iomerimes neceſſity, Mat-14-16- 
they need not depart that 1s.there 1s no neceTity of 
rheir departure; therefore Beza tranflares my text, 
wk habetts. yee have on? thing nece lary; yee 


ave aneceſsiry that one teach you again: Second- 


DoZ. 2. 


Reaſons. 


wan: s- 


E Yerudy 


EX TI. 


av 


p 


ly,it 1s ſometimes taken for Indzgence or want,Eph. 7% X$514y 


4-28. ro give to him that needeth ; that is, ro hum *©XYT7- 


thar 


| 
| 
| 
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thar is in' want, therefore the vulgartranſſation 


9 E => . . "4 0. » - 
C95 0149+ reads It 7n1izetzs; yee want Of are in want: Third- 


Joulw 75 ly itis tranſlated Vſe- Eph. 4-29. which is good 


Yeelas 
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co the uſe of edifying, that is, which is uſefulf ro 
edifying; whereupon Eraſmus reads It opus habetis 
yee have. uſe, or zt 7s uſefull that one teach you 
a2ain. Tn allour Engliſh tranſlations which IT have 
mer with, it is n-ed, a word equivalent unto all 
theſeſeverall acceprions, and if wee rake It in any 
orall theſe ſenſes, ir makes for our good: and 
firſt, inthe firſt,if irbe taken for neceſſary or neceſ- 
fity; the thing that theſe H-brewes were, and wee 
areto be raughr, being rhe ſcriptures here called 
the-oracles of Go1; for the word of God 7s a /amp 
or can1/e unto rhe feer of every beleever, Pſa/ . 
I19- 103. wherzunto weeare to give heed, as 
unto a light that ſhieth in a darke place, 2 
Pet. 1.19. The ſcripture is both a lighr of in- 
ſtruction, ro reach us our way: and of diretiion, 
to guide us therein. The /aw (or dofrine) of the 
Lord is perfe#, converting,( or reſtoring ) the 
Joul; the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, ma king 
wiſe the ſimple. Pſal. 19. 7. Therefore is it 
neceſſary that we be taught again, which be the 
firſt principles of the oracles of God. Inthe ſecond 
ſenſe wee are in want of this Do@rin or teaching: 
for naturally we have our underſtanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, through 
the zennrance that is in us, becauſe of the blinde- 
nefſe of our hearts. Eph. 4. 18. And the God of 


this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
beleeve not, teſt th? light of the g!/orious Goſpels 


ef Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine 
unto them. 2 Cor. 4- 4. Whoſoever 1s a belcever, 
if hee do not labour after Faith, Virtue, Knowledge, 


Tem- 


$ 
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Temperance » Patience , Godlineſs , Brotherly 
kindeM's, and Charity, 2 Pet. 1. 4,5, 6, 7. 
he is blind & cannot ſee afar off, and hath forgot- 
ten that hee was purged from his old ſins. v. 9. 
And therefore ts in want that one teach him again 
which be the firſt. principles of the oz acles of 
God. Thirdly, it may bee profitable unto us as 
It denotates #ſe » when wee confd&* the. end 
whereunto every man ought to rend,, whether ir 
be externall,the glory of God, which is happineſle 
Infinite and eternall ; or imternall, the ſalvation 
of our ſouls, which 1s life everlaſting : if ir be 
that former, all enterpriſes, our eating and drink- 
Ing, and whatſoever wee do oughtroaire there- 
at. 1 Coy. 10- 3I- Andthar our lives may con-« 
duceunto the glory and praiſe of God, wee aniſt 
be filled with the fruits of righteouineſfe, where- 
unro love in an Increaſe of knowledge, judgement, 
& ſincerity is requifite.Ph7/. 19,10,zt- Which life 
will be a true praiſe of him, who is glorified there- 
by.P?/al. go. 23- Who expetts praiſe with un- 
derſtanding, Pſal. 47- 7- which underſtanding is 
attained by the holy ſcriptures through Faith. 
2 Tim- 3- 15- Or if it be this fatter which is 
Internall,our ſalvation, rhar is life eternall, wee 
muſt receive the ſame by Chriſt Feſus, whois 
the piver thereof, 7ohn.10. 28. and the way 
thereunto, 70h. 14-6. whomro know is eternaſl 
lifes. Toh. 17+ 3-and Is taughr in the ſcriptures, 
Toh. 5s. 39- In this lenfe therefore vee have 
uſe, 'or . it is uſeful! that one teach you again 
which be the firſ® principles of the oracles of God. 
Beſides, Gods word 1s the joy of his Servants, 
Ter. 18-16: and their ſafety in afMidtion,Pſas 119. 
92 jt is untothem moſt pleaſant, and — 
00Q, 
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food and inriching wealth, Pſa/. 19. 10. better 
then thouſands of gold and ſilver, Pſal9. 72- 
and 127- ſweeter then honey, v- 103. all the 
ele& be righrbranches of the true Vine, whoſe 
meat and drink iris, rodo the will of his Father 
that ſent him, 10h. 4. 34- they take adelighr ro 
do his will: hzs /aw 7s within thetr heart,P ſal. 4o- 
8. Thus,colle&ting what hath been faid in zh7s 
part, wee may ſafely conclude; that, 4 77ghr 
knowledge in the word of God 7s ſo requiſite in 
Chriſtians, that though they be commendable for 
religion, yet it is a neceſſary» releeving, uſefull and 
delzghtfull matter, to be taught which be the firſt 
principles of the crac les of God. For theſe Hebrewes 
were a people commended by rhe Apoſile for rheir 
love, labour, devorion, and relipgion,yer fo ſhal'ow 
inthe knowledge of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, rhar 
they ſtand in need ro bee taught agane the firſt 
principles of this religion, which diretts me from 
their want, unto the watter thereof, reaching- Tee 
have need that one teach you dgaine which be the 
firſt pranciples of the oracles of God. | 
The third co/umnor ſeF7on, of the firſt part or 
page of my text, is thar whereof theſe Hebrewes 
Rood inneed,and that is Ts d)d7x64 to be raught, 
that one teach you : reach? what! is rhere-to bee 
raughr ? which be the firſt principles of the Ora- 
cles of God. The word inthe Greeke here tranſ!a- 
ted oracles, properly ſgnificth, e/nguent words, 
bur uſually, divine anſwers, and here both in the 
former and the latter ſenſe, muſt needs Fenifie rhe 
written word of God,which is the Canonical ſcrip- 
rure;then which none is more eloquent, more Dt- 
vine, nor more anſwering our coubrs and demands) 
the ſum and end ofwhich facred {criprure is el - 
C177 
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Chriſt our Saviour, of whomthe Apoſtle had ma- 
ny things to ſay, and hardro te uttered, not be* 
cauſe they are difficult or abſtruſe im themſelves, 
bur becauſe rhey to whom they were directed,were 
dull of hearing, v-1T- and therefore in their lear= 
ning the doctrine of Chriſtianity, they muſt firſt be 
tavghr, which be the firſt principles of theſe ora- 
cles of God Which may ſeeme moſt ſtrange unto 
them who underſtand the ſtate & condirion, where- 
intheſe Hebrewes were atthat rime, when this E- 
piſtle was wrir unto them : - who might ro the leaſt 
ſcruple, concerning their knowledge of rheir Savi- 
our, have anſwered in rhe words of their forefa* 
thers, the men of Fudah in another caſe, unto the 
men of 1ſ7ae/ concerning his rype Dav7d, our high 
Prieſt, the King 7s neere of kinro us, 2 Sam-19-42. 
was not he borne in Beth/ehem of Fudah ? hath 
nor he been converſant with us ? hath nor he wal- 
ked in our ſtreers ? preached in our Temp'e ? 
raughr in our Synagogues ? hath nor hee wroughr 
many miracles amongſtus ? is ir not hee thar hath 
cauſed our lame ro walke ? our blindeto ſee? and 
our poore to receivethe Goſpel? wasnor hee cru- 
cified before our eyes? is nor his Sepulchre with 
as ? did not he forty dayes after his reſtrrecion,des 
prive us of his bodily przſence, by his Aſcenſion 
up into Heaven, fromthe Mount of 0 /7ver, by his 


owne power, where he fitteth, at the right hand of Provrid wir- 
God the Father Almighty , and ſhall come from *we. 


thence, to jndge the quick and the dea1? Did nor 
his dodrine aſtoniſh his auditory, and caſe us ro 
confeſs his ſuppoſed father, his mother, and kin. 
dred to [ive amongſt us? Mar. 6- 2,3. How ſhould 
we be ignorant of him ? thar we ſhould be thus ig- 
norant; ls both ſtrange and improbable: did nor our 
cO!n- 


AFs 2, 41. 


verſe 37+ 


verſe 42+ 
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country man and Apoſtle Peter, in one Sermon 
wherein this our Saviour was taught us, convert 


three rhouſand of our ſoules in one Gay , bringing 
us all therewith, into ſuch amazemenr, Ws aſto- 


. niſhment,that we being pricked at the heart, with 
- a ſenſeof our ſfnnes, cryed out unto him and his 


fellow Apoſtles, men and brethren, what ſhall wee 
doe?whereupon we received the Sacraments,which 
are ſpnes and ſeales of our profeſiion of the Do- 
Grine of Chriſtianity z we continuing zn the Apo- 
ftles do&rines, and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers 3 Can there be any fuller or 
clearer demonſtration of our fecuriry and know- 
ledge rhrough a true faith in Chriſt ? and bee nor 
theſe rhe firſt principles of this faith? How is 1r the 
that we are thus upbraided that wee ſtand in need 
to be taught againe, which be the firſt principles of 
the oracles of God. This- opinion of us myſt needs 
be too prejudicate and injurious. To which it is 
replied. The Apoſtle doth grant, rhey had ſome 
ſmattering in the knowledpe of Chriſt , for they 
were babes, thar is, they ſtood in 'neede ro bee ins 
ſtrn&ed in the firſt grounds andrudiments of Chri- 
ſian religion, for their ſenſes were not ſo exerct- 
ſed therein, thar they were able ro diſcerne. good 
and evill. v. 14. therefore they fiood in necde of a 
ſtrengrhening, confirming, and increaſing of their 
underftatcimg, that they mighr conceive fully and 
aright , what thar is which rhe Apoſile was abour 
to deliver coneerning our Saviour : and though it 
may bee granted that the Hebrewes had fo much 
knowledge, as re claire 1s laid unto, there 1s 
more requiſte r: deſerve the name of knowing 
Chriſtians, as to be able ro piye account of the pro- 


pheſics of the old Teſtament fulfilled in the new, 
by . | 


/which was to beravghr,unto their decreate in knowledg 
( ' expreſſed in this Adverb Av an: 
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by Chriſt who 1s the ſubje& of both : and how hee is 
King over his Church : Prieſt ro his Ele& : and Fro- 
pher to his people: how'by himtherypicall Prieſthood 
is abrogared, and rhe ceremontal[l {aw raken away , in 
all which the Apoitle 1s very exact in this Epiſtle, all 
which inthis part con ſ:dered ropgether,makethus much, 
that, A good improvement of the beſt- meanes of ſaving Hof. 4 
knowledge, without a right and profitable uſez. & pro» 

ceeding therein, comes farre ſhort of a Chriſtzan duty. 

For theſe Hebrews though they were auditors & ſpetta- gp,fpus. 
rors of rhe ſaving words and workes , of our' Savicur 

Chriſt Jeſus, and hisblefſed Apoitles, which was abſo- 

Jurely the beit meanes that ever Chriſtians [ived under, 

and they commence profictents therein, as hath beene 
ſufficiently ſhewed, yer they were far ſhort of their du- 

ty, For when forthe time they ought to be tedehers, 

they had need that one teach them again, which be the 

firſt principles of the oracles of God:being babes which 

are unskzlfull in the words of righteouſneſſez and have 

need of milke, and not of ſtrong meate- Wherein it is 

very remarkable , rhat they were to be taught againez 

which leades me from rhart whereof they ſtood in need, 


' Thefourth and laſt particular of this their neceſi ity 4 Their dee 
istheir decreaſein knowledge , in this word TdAv a- —_—_— 
gain, which here is the laſt and greateſt aggravation of dh 
their ignorance, if we confider Gods deazjng with chem, 
and their negligence in 2 righr uſe of his inconcelvable 
mercles and favours , which he had fo freely and plen- 
rifully bettowed upon them: If we conſider Gods dez- 
ling with them, he was very pre; {> in the oblervance 
of their Prerogative. For as at t j; promulgation ofrhe 
I aw in the old Teſtament, he made choeiſe of chem be- 
fore any other Nation , fo in rhenew Teſtament atrhe 
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firſt preaching of the Goſpell, he preferred them before 
all other people, Luke 24. 47- and more then this, God 
having raiſed up his Son, ſent himto bleſſe them firſt, 
in turning them from their iniquities, As 3-26. And 


Herein is their prerogative much extended , thar our 


Saviour made choiſe of Fewes and Hebrewes tO bee his 
x 2. Apoſtles,for the firſt & principal! adminiftration of 
His Goſpel! : and as God was preciſe inthe obſervance 
of their Frerogative, ſo likewiſe he was ftridt in giving 
a reſped unto their Priviledpes 3 our Saviour rold the 
woman of Canaan , Zr is not meet to take the childrens 
Hread and to caſt 7t unto dogges » Marth. 15. 26. and 
ghoſe which were ſcatrered abroad; upon the perſecuri- 
on that aroſe abont Stephen , preached rhe word to 
none burthe Fewes only, untill they came to Antioch, 
Adts 11- 19, 20. To the children of the ſlocke of A- 
braham was the word of ſaltuation ſent , Ads 13. 26. 
all which tranſcendent bleflings ( wherewith God had 
ennobled them) we ſee they ſiighred &neglefted;which 
mighrily aggravates nor onlv their non-proficiency, 
bur their decreaſe In the knowledge of true Religion, 
by negledting a righr uſe of that extraordinary meanes 
of ſalvation, which God had beſtowed upon them : for 
whereas for the time they ought to be teachers, they 
had need jet to be taught, and that againe, which he rhe 
firſt principles of the oracles of God, and though rhe 
firſt preaching ofthe word of God , was necesfary for 
themnoronly in reſpe& unto their Priviledpes & Pre- 
ropatives bur alſo ina re{arion unto Gods promiſe made 
unto them, the performance whereof was necesfar y for 
cheir ſalvarion, As 13. 46. they werenotyet ableto 
receive ſtrong meate , but were ſtill babes fit onely for 
milke.Moreover they were men of a large capacity in 


rhe knowledpe of the law > which was the miniſtration. 


of death, 2 Cor+ 3: 7. and the miniſtration of condem- 
natzon 


| 
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nations verl. 9. herein Cwhich was but the Covenant of 
the Law.) They knew the wil! of Gol , and approved 
the things that were more excellent (or,as our laſt mar- 
gent varies it, tried the things rhar differ) being mſtru- 
fed out of the law, and were confident that they them 
ſelves were guides of the blind, a light of them which 


.are in darkneſſe, inſtruers of the fooliſh » teachers of 


babes, which had the forme of knowledge and of trueth 
in the Law,Rom. 2: 18, 19920- Bur in the underftan- 
ding of the doGtrine of Chriſtianity , which is the Co» 
venant of the Goſpell,rhey were babes and dull of hea- 
ring, which much aggravares their ignorance and neg- 
ligence ; bur this makes them more inexcuſable; (to be 
within the covenant of grace : ( for the Author of this 


* Epiſtle was perſwaded of their ſalvarion, cha+ 6-9910-) 


and to forger the words of reconciliation and eternall 
life, after they had received the ſame from the I ord of 
life in perſon,and his Apoſtles, who were eye-witneſses 
ofthe ſame, chap. 2. 3- 4- and had entertained a con- 
fidencetkerein, thar they ſtand in need to be taught a- 
gaine, the firſt principles of the oracles of God : This 
condition of theirs may reach us thus much, that» Chr7-= 
ſtians endued with greateſt Priviledges, and /argeſt ca- 
pacities, ſeconded with ſaving graces without a heedful 
Cares and paines taken in their attained khnowlerg? of 
the oracles of God , cannot be exempted from a eſe 
therein. Fortheſe Hebrews, though they had all pri- 
viledges, and were capable of the preateſt bleſſings, as 
they were of rhe promiſed ſeed , and under rhe Cove- 
nant Of prace , of whom the Apoſtle was perſwaded, 
things which accompany ſalvation, yernot being ( as 
was requiſre ) carefull and painefull-inthe meanes of 
their attained ſaving knowledge , they were failen into 
a loſs therein, ftanding inneed to be raughr againe-what 


formerly they had learned : therfore rhe Apoſtle 1s im» 
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partiall with them; nor ſoothingnor clawing them , in 
their condition, bur |aying opentheir wants. Yee have 
need that one teach Jou againe 3 when for the time yee 
ought to be tearhers, .ye have need that one teach you a» 
eainywhich be the firſt principles of the eracles of God: 
all which noted in ſuch noble, honourable,knowing,and 
gracious Chriſuans as theſe Hebrews were, may teach 
us thus\. much : that, There 7s neither Nobility nor ho- 
nour , knowledge nor vertue » ſufficient to withhold 
a Miniſter from telling his peop'e of their ſad and dan* 
gerous coridition-For theſe Hebrewes,as hath been ſufh* 
ciently declared, were all rheie, yet the Author of this 
Epiitle reproves them of -their negligence, ignorance, 
and weakeneile , For when for the time, Fc. 

Thus I have in a-briefe and curſory. manner , colle- 
ced ſoinething fromeach particular in rhe former parr 
of my Text 3 rhe Hebrews Chriſtian neceſſity in their 
righrknowledge oi the word of God, from theſe words, 
ye haveneed that one teach you againe z wherein it may 
be expetted , tharhaving thus followed the uſuall po- 
pular way » I ſhould have made Uſe and Application, 
of each NoGrinall obſervation , in order as they have 
been col le&ted , which 1 hope Candid Readers wil be 
pleaſed ro excu e, becanſe brevity hath inforced a for- 
bearancethereot, I truſting (as I pray God they may,) 
that atl heedfull and indutirious © hriſfttans which ſhall 
reade this di:conrſe, will ofthemſel ves make more pro- 
frablenſe and application of al divine- practicall leſ- 
ſons, for their owne ſpirirtra!l pood and profit, thenu- 
ſrally may by man be adminifired : bur thar herein I 
may Momewhat commodiouſly anfiver your expectatt- 
on » note that in this diſcourſe of thee belecving He- 
brewes » wee may obſerve their ſlight attendance of 
C Heift in his erdinance; and in their protefiion of him ; 
their neglect of their Priviledge, Prerogative, Love and 
Devotion, by an Immerhodlica!l , unſucceſferull , and 
| unprofira* 
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unprofitable progreſſe in their knowledge of Chrift & 
his Word ; their want of aneceſsary reliefe, uſe , and 
delighrin the Word of God ; their negled of their dury 
in nor profiting by a commendable improvement ofthe 
. beſt meanes of ſalvation thar ever people enjoyed , and 
all theſe aggravated with loſs and decay in Religion, 
and laid open, check'r and reproved by an Apoſtolical 
chiding, are (more then fgnes) convincing arguments 
of their deficiency, and imperfe&ion intrue Religion 
and Chriſtianity, and ina ſaving knowledge of God 
and his-Sonne Chriſt Jeſus , as they bee taught inrhe 
written word. And if it was thus with ſach Noble, 
Priviledged, covenanted, able, and capable Chriſtians, 
astheſe Hebrews were , then is ir ſo much more now 
with all other Beleevers 3 a conſiderarion and ſurvey 
whereof may promprand ſuggeſt much ſoveraign and 
 wholſome direction unto all that profeſs Chriitan Ree 
ligion- Firſt, Hearers, ſecondly,Teachers- 

Firſt Dire&7on unto Hearers. Itbeing thus thar theſe 
Hebrewes wereBeleevers , and a people of the promi- 
ſed ſeed , under both. Covenants , endued with greater 
Priviledges , Prerogatives , and relations unto God 
and his Sonne Chriſt Jeſus , then any other Nation, 
rhey having nor only received the Goſpel! , bur made 
ſome Proficiency therein, and were endued with ſuch 
graces as promite ſa[varion : yer forall this rharthey 
were ata [oſs in Gving knowledge , which brought 
them unto ſuch dulineſs of hearing ( thar is,underſtan- 
ding) that they were unprofuable hearers , not ablero 
underſtand what was requiſtte ro be known concerning 
Chriſt, bur were babes and weakelings therein, ſtanding 
in want , neceflity , and need of reltefe , [ighr , uſe, 
joy and comforr , of the true and ſaving fpirit raughr 
& directed in the 'acred word of Godby a methodicall, 
© order! y,& profitable receiving the words of reconcilia - 
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rion , which is moſt remarkable in them, becauſe they 
Iived under a more able and ſufficient miniſtery of the 
Goſpel!,and means of faving knowſedge and underſtan- 
ding, then any ape elther before or finceever afforded, 


for it was firſt ſpoken unto them by the Lord himſelfe, , 


and after was c.nfirmed by them which heard him 
chap. 2 verſe 3- whom the Evangeliit Saint Luke cal- 
ſeth eye-wimetiles, Luke 1- 2. An Epither proper on- 
{y in this ſenſe unto the Apoſtles, wherewith rhe A- 
poſtle Peter confirmes his Aurhority , in the delivery 
ofthis Dedtrine, 2 Pet-. 1. 16- and Saint Fohnthe A- 


poſtle defirons to pur the firſt promulgation of the Doe. 


&rine of Chriſt ( whereof rheſe Hehrewes were parta» 
kers ) beyond all exception , and oppoſition , guards 
the trueth with the Apo les , hearing , ſeeihg , and 
handling rhereof , 1 Fohn 11. Therefore the Author 
of this Epiſtle gives theſe H-brewes a particular & ſpe- 
cial! charge, ro be obedient unto theſe their Miniiters. 
Obey them that have rule over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves : for they watch for your ſoules , as they that 
muſt grve account , that they may do it with joy, and 
not withgriefe : for that is unprofitable for you, Heb- 
13- 17. Nevertheleſſe , here it is apparent , neither 
the authority nor abiliry , nor the power nor care of 
theſe their extraordinary Miniſters , nor other rareſt 
helps could keepe them in a right Decorum , in their 
knowledge of Chriſt , and the Scriptures, For they 
were in need to bee taught againe » which be the firſt 
Principles of the oracles of God, being babes , whoſe 
ſenſes were unexperienced in diſcerning good ande- 
vill , and-unskilfull in the words of righteouineile, 


which made rhem dull of hearing , that is , underſtan- | 


ding,many things concerning Chriſt , and capable on- 


iy of milke, that 1s, the firſt principles and rudiments . || 
of the DoGtrine of Chriſt, v7- concerning Repentance, '! - 


# aith . 
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\ *. minded, preſuming neither of orr tirle unto happineſſe 
IrEove- 


f heavenly calling » chap. 3+ T- neither of workes , for 


| ſhewed rowardsthe name of Chriſt , by perſeverance 


WS ©. 


; 


\; nor winkr at, nor ſmothered in theſe believing Hebrews, 


_— 
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 'Raith » Baptiſme» laying on of hands , Reſurrefim 


I” of thedead, Fudgement , Chap- 6. 1, 2- Theappre- 
'  Henfion whereof in theſe honourable beleevers » may 


= 
| 
! 


f-\ reach all Chriſtians by their negie& ro rake warnings 
1! - , and to be wary and circumipe& , leſt they fall imorhe 
* likerelapſe ; for if it was thus withthe Hebrewes who 
were thenarurall Olive : how much more may itbe 
ſo with us Gent7/es > who be the wilde live graffed ins 
cut out of the Olive-tree , which is wilde by nature : 
and graffed contrary to nature znto a good Oltventrees 
| Rom- 1T- 24- The Jewes they were naturall branches, 
. * which for unbeleefe were cur off , char wee mightbe 
praffed in, verſe 19. therefore we ought nor ro be high 


for theirs was far nearer , they being under bot 
| 9 nants , we but only under rhe Covenant of grace: nei- 
+» ther of our knowledge, theirs was farre greater, and 
more experimenta[lthen ours can be : neither ofour 
{ graces forthey were holy Brethren , partakers ofthe 


they had done a worke , a labour of love , which they 


1 miniſtring to the Saints , chap- 6- 10. Therefore if 
God would nor ſpare, nor paile by their neple& of rhe 
| right uſe of the meanes of ſaving knowledge , how 
ſhall hee ſpare ir in us ? for if he would nor ſpareunbes» 
leeving Jewes , neither will he ſpare unbeleeving Gen- 
tiles, Rom- 11- 21- And if negligence, ignorance, and 
weakenelle in knowledge of Chriſt and his word , was 


neither will ir be paſt by in beleeving Gentiles : which 
 Ovght to reach us all circumſpetiion , humility , and 
feare in our walking here, Epheſ. 5. 15, 16. Rom- It. 
. 20 ever taking a continuall care rightly co examine 
our eſtates ( in reſpe@ re God and man » a 
al 
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Firth! and obedience ). by the preſcripr rule of Gods 


word , which ig ever the minde ofthe holy Ghoſt; ever 
having likewiſe a ſure and ſpeciall care , leſt we follow 
weake and blinde, ſecure and careleile guides -; men 
who'undertake robe Miniſters , and preachers of Gods 
Word', withour either calling or abilities for che exe- 
cution thereof : who deſiring to be teachers of the law, 
underſtand not what they ſay , nor whereof they af- 
firme , 1 Tim. Tt. 9. Whoſe words will eate as doth 
acanker, 2 Tim. 2. 17. Of which ſort are they which 
creep into houſes , and lead captive filly women , ever 
tearning , and never able to come to the knowledge of 
. wiſh that the trueth, * 2 Tim. 3. 6,7,8,9. 
Ll Chriſts- 


s (eſe. . 
Aly rheſ Poſtſcript. 


— _—_— for the preſent I am inforced not to exceed 
| = | ; 

often very ſe. © this ſheer F half,wherein Thave propoſed a ſecond 

Fiouſly reade uſe of the Saints Imperfe@zon , therein ſhewing the 

over the greerteſſe of the Miniſters great charge, weighty cal- 

Om C2ap- ling, & excellency of abilities requiſite for the fun#ti» 

wg on; with an anſwer unto all thoſe arguments which T 
have met with, wherewith-Intruders into the miniſte - 
Ty, ſeeme to maintaine therr intruſion 3 therefore I 
purpoſe ( God willing ) hereafter to ſalute thee with 
that » if thou accept kindly of this. | 


FINIS. 
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